Lighting The,Road To The Future | Data Zone
Page 8
New Orleans

4 Newsmaker | Inside Data

@ LSU Partners with Efforts Continue to
#5%1 New Orleans Recovery Clean-Up Mississippi
School District River Oil Spill

Page 6




Page 2 August 9 - 22, 2008

Cover Story

www.ladatanews.com

Data News Weekly’'s 42nd Anniversary
Gala Honors Heroes and Scholars

Shaniece B. Bickham, Ph.D.

The Fine Arts Center in Uptown New Or-
leans was filled with longtime friends, sponsors,
readers, and community leaders as Data News
Weekly celebrated 42 years of service at its an-
nual anniversary gala Thursday, July 24.

The event was more than just a celebration,
however. It served as an opportunity to honor in-
fluential community leaders with the Trailblazer
Award, and deserving college students with the
Joseph M. “Scoop” Jones Continuing Education
Fund Scholarship. Sponsors who have support-
ed Data News Weekly through the years were

On the Cover...

Clockwise from the top: Terry B. Jones, Publisher, Data News Weekly presented the Trailblazer of the Year Award to
Gwendolyn H. Richardson, this year’s recipient; (Left to Right) Jazz Trumpeter Kermit Ruffins, Terry Jones, Data News Weekly,
and Jazz Violinist Michael Ward; John Singleton of Reynolds American was presented a certificate by Terry B. Jones, Publisher
of Data News Weekly, for their support to JMJ and Data News Weekly throughout the years; Renowned Violinist Michael Ward
gave his usual support as an entertainer at the Gala. Photos by Alfred Peters

also honored.

The Gala, which featured live music, food se-
lections from several local caterers, and an exclu-
sive VIP floor for honorees, benefits the Joseph
M. “Scoop” Jones Continuing Education Fund.
The JM]J Continuing Education Fund serves
the community by providing scholarships for
students who want to further their education at
one of New Orleans’ local colleges or universi-
ties. The 2008 scholarship recipients are Brit-
tany Odom and Angelica Boyd, both juniors at
Dillard University. The two recipients are also
mass communication majors with B averages.

Odom, who serves as editor-in-chief of Dillard
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Opposite Page: “Let’s Party” shown in the background is the house band, performing on stage is Vocalist Ed Perkins and Violinist Michael Ward. After the awards ceremony it was time to get down and have fun. Have fun they did!

This page top row: Joseph M. “Scoop” Jones Continuing Education Fund Board President, Kim Brown, presenting scholarship award; State Representative District 101 Cedric Richmond and also a Candidate for US Congress District
2, Terry B. Jones, Publisher, Data New Weekly, and his son, Glenn Jones. (Shown from left to right). Second row: Scholarship recipient and a Junior at Dillard University, Brittany Odom; The infamous Ms. Sharon Martin sings between
doubling as one of our hostesses for the evening; Vocalist Ed Perkins performs giving his support at the Gala. Photos by: Alfred Peters

University’s student newspaper,
The Courtbouillon, said that she
was surprised when she learned
that she had been selected, and is
very appreciative for the scholar-
ship.

“I am extremely honored to
have even been thought of when
it came to this award,” said Odom,
who has plans to pursue a career
in either television or printjournal-
ism once she graduates. Odom is
also interested in earning a mas-
ter’s degree in mass communica-
tion.

“I've always been interested
in news and current events and
I enjoy writing, so I looked at my
options once I got to college and
figured that mass communication
was what I should be studying,”
said Odom.

Boyd is the photography edi-
tor for The Courtbouillon. She is
interested in several fields in the

mass communication industry
including journalism, broadcast-
ing and public relations. Boyd
said that being selected for the
JMJ Continuing Education Fund
Scholarship has made her desire
to strive for excellence grow.

“I feel very honored,” said
Boyd. Boyd added that her main
focus has been maintaining her
grades. She would also like to at-
tend law school after graduation.

“The mass communication
field is so broad, and I feel as
though knowing media law would
take me much further in my ca-
reer,” said Boyd. She said that
she would love to be able to go
into the entertainment industry
and try her hand at managing
people, as well as being on televi-
sion sharing her views on the lat-
est crisis in America.

The recipients will use the JM]J
scholarship funds to offset costs

of textbooks, tuition, and other
college- related fees.

Another portion of the evening
was dedicated to honoring the
2007-2008 Trailblazers. The Trail-
blazers were recognized with
plaques. Each honoree’s biogra-
phy and contributions were read
to the audience as the awards
were presented. A slideshow
with photographs of the Trail-
blazers was also shown during
the presentation. The 2007-2008
Trailblazers are:

¢ Kimberly Dilosa

¢ Wayne Benjamin

¢ ['Oreal Birden

¢ Wayne Carriere

e Shedrick White

¢ Gwendolyn Richardson
e Corey J. Hebert, MD

¢ Stephen Bradberry

¢ Burnell Moliere

e William Myles

¢ Deforest Cornish
¢ Harold X. Evans

After the 2007-2008 Trailblaz-
ers were honored, Data News
Weekly’s publisher Terry Jones
announced the Trailblazer of the
Year. Gwendolyn Richardson,
who does community work with
children dealing with behavioral
problems and victims of domestic
violence, received a special Trail-
blazer of the Year plaque. Rich-
ardson expressed great apprecia-
tion for the recognition.

Another highlight of the eve-
ning occurred when Louisiana
State  Representative  Cedric
Richmond presented a special
resolution to Data News Weekly’s
Publisher Terry Jones. During
the presentation, Richmond remi-
nisced about his family’s longtime
relationship with the Jones family
and Data News Weekly, including

Terry’s father, Scoop Jones.

Terry Jones also introduced
the Data News Weekly staff to
the audience and expressed their
commitment to continuing the
legacy that his father started. The
newspaper will continue to focus
on the news that the community
wants and needs to know.

Live entertainment for the
night included music from Ker-
mit Ruffins, Michael Ward, Sha-
ron Martin, Ed Perkins, and Al
Ancar. The performances took
place throughout the evening with
Martin closing out the celebra-
tion. Martin and Raghan Durous-
seau served as MCs for the Gala.
Once all awards and scholarships
had been presented, the evening
culminated with everyone join-
ing in the celebration with much
dancing and laughter.
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LSU Partners With New Orleans Recovery School District

in $110,000 Workforce Prep Course

LSYOU Program Engages At-Risk Youth on Academics, Employment and Leadership

Twenty New Orleans Recovery
School District eight graders re-
ceived a chance to enjoy the feel-
ing of graduating on LSU’s cam-
pus recently through the LSYOU
program.

LSYOU, which

and a LSYOU Diploma of Comple-
tion in addition to their savings
from their summer job.

The program has received na-
tional recognition for its track re-
cord in helping poor, academical-

stands for Louisiana
State Youth Oppor-
tunities  Unlimited,
is a program created
by the LSU College
of Education’s Su-
zan Gaston nearly 25
years ago.

“It's the culminat-
ing day for students
who made it through
a rigorous five-week

program, living on
campus, working on
campus, studying

with LSU students
and working with
university staff,” said
Gaston.

The ceremony
featured performances by the
LSYOU Choir and Dramatic Arts
programs. Malcolm Myer, section
chieffor Government Relations for
the Louisiana Attorney General’s
Office, sent the New Orleans stu-
dents home with a vision of how
to succeed beyond the LSYOU
summer camp. Students received
awards for their accomplishments

Officials of LSYOU participate in ceremony.

ly under-performing youth at-risk
for dropping out of high school.
The program, which has
worked with the East Baton
Rouge Parish Workforce Board in
the past, expanded this summer
with more than $110,000 in fund-
ing through Goodwill Industries
of Southeastern Louisiana in con-
junction with JOB1 Business and
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Career Solutions’ In-School Youth
Development Program.

Recovery School District Su-
perintendent Paul Vallas said the
program was a natural fit.

“Our students have some of the

the trauma suffered from Hurri-
cane Katrina.

“This program addresses the
needs of students who are most
likely to drop out of the education-
al system completely,” he added.

New Orleans Recovery School District student accepts her certificate for completing the LSYOU

program.

greatest challenges in the state,”
said Vallas. “Our district serves
students who are overwhelm-
ingly poor and academically chal-
lenged. More than 85 percent
qualify for free or reduced lunch.
Approximately 85 percent of our
students are two or more grade-
levels behind. Plus, our children’s
lives were further complicated by

Gaston commented that the
Recovery District’s partnering
with LSU on a program that has
been in existence for 25 years was
a great investment in state funds,
hoping that money spent on stu-
dents in advance would later pay
off through a decreased drop-out
rate as well as aiding in the cre-
ation of a more trained and edu-
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cated workforce for the state of
Louisiana.

The program does this by
hosting the students on campus
facilities, placing them in a posi-
tive, controlled atmosphere. In
addition to structured academic
counseling, the students also re-
ceive intensive support services
from trained counselors to ad-
dress any emotional or behavioral
issues that could be barriers to in-
creased academic performance.

With group meals and recre-
ational activities, LEAP and aca-
demic tutoring, counseling and
work readiness classes with men-
tors, and on-campus, paid jobs,
the program fosters a sense of ac-
complishment, ability to succeed
and the added bonus of exposing
them to college or aspiring to
higher educational or profession-
al goals.

Gaston added that this type of
positive intervention can really
change people’s lives.

“One of our graduates received
a Purple Heart this year,” she said.
“He invited us to the ceremony
because he thought we had really
impacted his life. It was an honor
to see someone so transformed
and to still be a part of his life even
after all these years. This is just
one story of LSYOU’s success.”

City’s Controversial Home Remediation Program
Suspended After Much Scrutiny

Shaniece B. Bickham, Ph.D.

Employees of New Orleans Af-
fordable Homeownership Corpo-
ration have been placed on paid
leave as the board of NOAH works
to investigate possible inappropri-
ate business dealings and spend-
ing by the city agency.

Local television news station
WWL-TV began probing into
questionable contracts and lists
of remediation work completed
by NOAH as part of the Mayor’s
Home Remediation Program a
few weeks ago. The remedia-
tion program offers free gutting
services to eligible homeowners.

Poor record keeping lead to more
concerns raised by the television
station regarding whether work
had actually been done on several
of the properties listed. In addi-
tion, the news report revealed
that NOAH’s former executive di-
rector, Stacey Jackson, had ties to
some of the entities awarded con-
tracts, including two of the high-
est-paid contractors involved with
the remediation program, Hall
& Hall Enterprises LLC, owned
by Richard Hall Jr., and Parish-
Dubuclet Services Inc., owned by
Trellis Smith.

“I am deeply concerned about
the allegations that have arisen

surrounding an agency that we
entrusted to implement a pro-
gram to stabilize flood-damaged
homes - a critical element of our
recovery,” said New Orleans May-
or Ray Nagin in a formal letter to
NOAH’s chairman, Ed Shanklin.
Nagin also advised Shanklin
and NOAH’s Board of Directors to
take a series of actions in an effort
to investigate the issue further.
The actions include ceasing oper-
ations and securing files, placing
all employees on administrative
leave, retaining an independent
accounting firm, providing key
information to the City Attorney’s
office, and reporting their find-

ings in two weeks. According to
the letter, Nagin has already in-
vited HUD to become involved in
any aspect of the investigation it
deemed necessary, as well as as-
signing the verification of work
performed at each address to the
Office of Recovery and Develop-
ment Administration.

The mayor also stated in the let-
ter that he was “concerned about
the seriousness of allegations of
potentially criminal activities by a
key NOAH staff member.”

The city’s inspector general,
Robert Cerasoli, has also launched
an investigation into NOAH.

According to NOAH’s website,

the New Orleans Affordable Ho-
meownership Corporation was
formed in 1989 as Urban Hom-
eowners Corporation of New Or-
leans. Its purpose is to “develop,
promote and administer housing
initiatives, economic development
programs, youth enhancement
and senior services on behalf of
the city of New Orleans via the
Office of Planning and Develop-
ment, formerly the Mayor’s Divi-
sion of Housing and Neighbor-
hood Development.”



www.ladatanews.com

State & Local News

August 9 - 22, 2008

Page 5

Pathways to Homeownership Program Designed
to Increase Homeownership Opportunities

The Finance Authority of New
Orleans in cooperation with the
Louisiana Recovery Authority, the
State of Louisiana Office of Com-
munity Development and the City
of New Orleans will launch the
first phase of a global ‘Pathway
to Homeownership’ Soft-Second
Mortgage Loan Program de-
signed to assist residents in pur-
chasing homes, and those current
homeowners who need help with

renovating their homes.

The program will be open to
properties located in the Hous-
ing Opportunity Zones in Orleans
Parish, which were created in
response to the two year citizen-
driven Unified New Orleans Plan
(UNOP) for recovery and rede-
velopment of New Orleans.

The initial phase of the pro-
gram funded by the Louisiana
Recovery Authority (LRA) offers

soft-second mortgage loans for up
to $65,000 to first time homebuy-
ers with household incomes of 80
percent or less of the metropolitan
area median income (AMI). The
loans will be available through
participating lenders, and are of-
fered at zero percent interest with
payments on the loan deferred
until the sale or refinance of the
home. In addition, this phase of
the program offers up to $10,000

in closing cost assistance for the
homebuyer’s principal residence
in any one of the Housing Oppor-
tunity Zones.

Homebuyers who have already
received payments from the State
under the “sell” or “relocate” op-
tions of the Road Home Program
are not eligible to participate in
this program.

The actual amount of the loan
and closing cost grant received

will be determined by need and
annual household income, since
the goal of this loan program is to
cover the ‘gap’ between the high-
est affordable first mortgage loan
for which the homebuyer would
qualify, and the purchase price or
value of the home. The LRA has
approved $27.8 million to fund
this portion of the program.

See Homeownership, continued on page 15.

Mayors from both political parties

join together to re-elect a strong, effective

Senator for all of Lomisiana.

Nobody fights harder for Louisiana than Senator Mary Landrieu. She
gets things done by using her seniority and working across party lines.
She’s a strong, determined voice for all of Louisiana. She brings people
together and works to make our communities more livable, prosperous
and safe. The following Louisiana Mayors support her re-election:

Kathleen Abels, Killian

Daniel P. Alario, Sr., Westwego
Martha W. Andrus, Grambling
Ron Animashaun, Napoleonville
Eddie Beckwith, Jr., Tallulah
Roger Boudreaux, Church Point
Herman P. Bourgeois, Gramercy
Vern Breland, Sterlington
Edward Brown, St. Joseph
Maurice A. Brown, White Castle
Marshell Brumfield, Folsom
Charles Caillouet, Thibodaux
David Camardelle, Grand Isle
Gregory D. Clark, Lecompte
Hyram Copeland, Vidalia

Justin Cox, Fordoche

Donald Cravins, Opelousas
Danny Cupit, Westlake

Billy Joe Cupp, Baskin

Billy D'Aquilla, St. Francisville
Randy Dupree, Provencal
George Dupuis, Erath

Jimmy Durbin, Denham Springs
Clarence Fields, Pineville
Louis Fitzmorris, Abita Springs
Mayson Foster, Hammond
Kenneth A. Freeman, Many
Cedric Glover, Shreveport
George Grace, St. Gabriel
Jack Hammons, Winnsboro
Ron Harris, Gretha

James Haskin, Jr., Lucky
Clarence Hawkins, Bastrop
Willie Hendricks, Simsboro
Joe Hicks, Bernice

Kip Holden, Baton Rouge

Donald Jefferson, Clinton
Coral A. Johnson, Cheneyville
Timothy Kerner, Jean Lafitte
James Lavigne, Pearl River
Ron LelLeux, Sulphur

Derek Lewis, Port Allen

Harry "Kayo” Lewis, Rayville
Paul W. Lockard, Rodessa
Roger Dale Lopez, Zwolle
Clyde H. "Smokie” Maddox, Ida
Herman Malveaux, Chataignier
Janet Manuel, Fenton

Charles E. Martin, Springfield
Jamie Mayo, Monroe

Wayne McCullen, Natchitoches
James McGehee, Bogalusa

Glen McGlothin, Ferriday
Richard Michel, Marksville

Tommy Nelson, New Roads
Dave Norris, West Monroe
John Overton, Maringouin
Mark Piazza, Abbeville
Jimmy Petitjean, Rayne
Kenneth Pickett, Mansura
Randy Roach, Lake Charles
Jacgues Roy, Alexandria
Jerome Scott, Pollack
Reggie Skains, Downsville
Eugene Smith, Arcadia
Leroy J. Sullivan, Donaldsonville
Leslie Thompson, Jonesboro
Deano Thornton, Winnfield
Rydell Turner, Clayton
Candace Watkins, Covington
Betty Westerchil, Leesville

Senator Mary Landrieu. Fighting and Winning for Louisiana.
JOIN SENATOR MARY LANDRIEU’S CAMPAIGN FOR LOUISIANA’S FUTURE. GO TO: www.MaryLandrieu.com

PAID FOR BY FRIENDS OF MARY LANDRIEU
5225 Canal Bivd., New Orleans, LA 70124
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State Representative
Cedric Richmond Receives Strong
Endorsements for Congress

Richmond greets supporters during a recent event.

PHOTO: www.cedricrichmond.com

For Congress Communications
Director Bambi Hall said. “This
is yet another sign that the cam-
paign is gaining momentum, par-
ticularly amongst the younger
voters and new registrants who
are being brought into the elec-
toral process in record numbers
by Senator Barack Obama.”

According to Katrina Rogers, a
YDL National Committeewoman
from Caddo Parish, because of
this year’s Presidential election,
young democrats are experienc-
ing resurgence in the state of
Louisiana.

“We are really excited and
looking forward to changes in
the Congressional areas of the
state, and we’re hoping to get
more blue seats in Congress,”
she added.

Richmond also  received
the coveted Alliance For Good
Government endorsement last
month, and also picked up sup-
port from House Members Andy
Anders (District 21), Damon Bal-
done (District 53), John Bel Ed-
wards (District 72), Rickey Hardy
(District 44), Patricia Smith (Dis-
trict 67), and Karen St. Germain
(District 60), who were visiting
New Orleans for the 34th annual
summit of the National Confer-
ence of State Legislatures.

The Young Democrats of Loui-
siana (YDL) recently announced
its endorsement of State Repre-
sentative Cedric Richmond for
Louisiana’s Second Congressio-
nal District race. The vote was a
unanimous decision by the YDL
Executive Board.

Each Democratic Congres-
sional candidate was invited to
speak with or send a representa-
tive to meet with the YDL Execu-
tive Board. Those who partici-
pated took part in a question and
answer session, covering issues
from coastal restoration to “don’t
ask, don’t tell.”

“Representative Richmond is
very pleased to receive the en-
dorsement of the Young Demo-
crats of Louisiana,” Richmond

PHOTO: www.cedricrichmond.com

Desktop
Computers

nolaptop.com

2766 Belle Chasse @ LaPalco

(504) 392-4300

State & Local News

www.ladatanews.com

Efforts to Clean Up
Mississippi River Qil
Spill Still Underway

New Orleans—The U.S. Coast Guard is still busy working to clean
up as much as 420,000 gallons of oil spilled into the Mississippi River
almost two weeks ago when a tanker collided with a barge. The op-

U.S. Coast Guard photo/ PO3 Jaclyn Young

erator of the tugboat pulling the barge was not properly licensed.

To date, oil pumping operations are underway. Though vessel traf-
fic continues to move with safety restrictions, more than 500 vessels
have been cleared, inspected, and/or decontaminated and released
since operations began. The entire length of the river’s ship channel
remains open to deep-draft vessels. Sixty barges used the Mississippi
River Gulf Outlet as an alternate route when there were restrictions
on the Inner Harbor Navigation Canal Lock, commonly known as In-
dustrial Canal Lock.

More than 2,000 re-
sponders are currently [*
deployed throughout [%
the region affected by [
the spill. Field respond- |
ers are using three
tugs, 209 work boats, [
four barges, 11 skim-
mers and four vacuum
trucks on scene to
clean up the spill.

In addition, more
than 158,000 gallons
of oil/water mix has
been recovered. Fif [©
teen oiled animals have
been captured, seven
are in the process of
being cleaned and five
have been released. _

As clean-up opera-
tions continue, work
is also being done to
salvage the barge DM
932, which has been
stabilized.

Updated information regarding the progress of the clean-up and
the removal of the barge is available at www.neworleansoilspill.com
and www.incidentnews.gov/incident/7861. Oiled wildlife can be re-
ported at 504-393-0353.

U.S. Coast Guard photo/ PO3 Jaclyn Young

U.S. Coast Guard photo/ PO3 Jaclyn Young
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Louisiana Selected to Participate in College
and Career-Ready Institute

BATON ROUGE, La. - State ed-
ucation officials recently learned
that Louisiana has been selected
as on one of eight states to partici-
pate in the national College and
Career-Ready Policy Institute.

“It’s an honor to be selected for
this program, and we take pride
in the fact that the Institute rec-

ognizes Louisiana’s progress and
commitment to readying high
school students for life,” State
Superintendent of Education Paul
Pastorek said. “Our selection
demonstrates our state is on the
right track with its High School
Redesign efforts as we seek to
prepare students for life beyond

Data News Weekly Selects
New Managing Editor

New Orleans Data
News Weekly has recent-
ly hired Shaniece B. Bick-
ham to serve as managing
editor. Bickham, who has
extensive experience in 8
print journalism and pub- J
lic relations, is also an as- ©
sistant professor in mass
communication. Bickham brings
her knowledge in these areas to
Data News Weekly in an effort to
continue the newspaper’s mission
of lighting the road to the future
and serving as The People’s Pa-
per. She also served previously
as Managing Editor of Data News
Weekly.

“I am elated to rejoin this staff
and am committed to providing
the most essential news each is-
sue,” said Bickham. “Our read-
ers can rest assured that they will
receive pertinent information and
news that matters at the local,
state, national, and international
levels.”

Bickham'’s professional
| experienceincludes work-
|| ing in community affairs

and media relations with
the Greater New Orleans
| Sports Foundation and in
research at Loyola Uni-
versity New Orleans. She
also bringsherknowledge
to the classroom, having served
in teaching positions with Tulane
University, Dillard University, and
the University of Phoenix.

The new managing editor’s
educational background includes
a master’s and doctoral degree in
mass communication.

“My studies in mass commu-
nication allow me to analyze and
determine news content for the
newspaper from a critical perspec-
tive as well,” said Bickham.

Once settled in her new posi-
tion, Bickham plans to offer com-
mentary and blog posts on key
news issues that affect the Afri-
can-American community.

Friends Gather for Pellerin’s
Blrthday Celebratlon

high school graduation. Overall,
the states selected to participate
in this program have aligned their
K-12 academic standards and high
school requirements to meet the
demands of college and careers
and are ready to take their efforts
to the next level.”

Louisiana’s selection will allow
education leaders to join repre-
sentatives from Arizona, Arkan-
sas, Georgia, Minnesota, New
Mexico, Ohio, and Tennessee to
participate in a series of cross-
state Leadership Sessions. The
Institute will also provide custom-
designed technical assistance to
help each state achieve specific
objectives, including:
¢ Developing goals to improve

high school graduation, college

and career-readiness, and post-
secondary attainment;

¢ Reviewing the state’s compre-
hensive assessment system to
ensure measurements align

Reglster Now
for. Fall Semester

All locations are open:
City Park, 504-671-5012

West Bank, 504-762-3100

Charity School of Nursmg, 504,.57
Northshore-Covington, 985-893

with college and career-ready
standards and allow student
progress to be evaluated over
time;

Evaluating the state’s current
system of accountability to de-
termine whether college and
career-readiness is a central pri-
ority;

¢ Designing a statewide system
of supports and interventions
to assist low-performing dis-
tricts and schools; and
Creating educational oppor-
tunities to ensure high-risk
students advance to become
college-ready.

“We think some of the key ben-
efits for us will result from the
Institute’s commitment to provide
each state with tailor-made techni-
cal assistance as well as the oppor-
tunities we’ll have to share ideas
with peers from other states,”
Pastorek said. “This comes at a
crucial time for us, considering

6 .

-

the Department is largely focused
on ensuring our students are pre-
pared to enter the 21st century
workplace.”

In September, representatives
from participating states will meet
in Washington, D.C., to launch
the program. Following the
launch, Institute representatives
will conduct in-state visits to gain
a more thorough understanding
of current policies and to identify
potential issues the program can
target. Following the state vis-
its, the Institute will host the first
cross-state Leadership Session in
November.

The Institute is sponsored by
the Bill & Melinda Gates Founda-
tion and is a collaborative effort of
Achieve, Data Quality Campaign,
EducationCounsel, Jobs for the
Future and the National Gover-
nors Association Center for Best
Practices.

Derrick Williams — JW Marriot, Wayne Johnson — Manager of Pellerins, Erica
Durousseau — NRG Events and Promotions, Raghan Durousseau — Marketing
Manager KMP LLC, Kurte Pellerin — President of KMP LLC, Steve Ketchum,
Herbert Alexander — Manager of Le Roux

Northshore-Slidell, 985-646- 6420
. ol

A L Oy

_Justin Nicholas,
General Science,
SGA President




Page 8

Augus( 9 - 22, 2008 Data Zone WWW.Jadataniews.com

Data News Weekly’s 42nd Anniversary Gala Highlights

Attendees at the 42nd Anniversary Gala for Data News Weekly had a joyous time as they en-
joyed good food and entertainment. Trailblazers, sponsors, and scholars were also honored dur-
ing the event. The photographs below showcase some of the many highlights of the evening.

Photos by Alfred Peters

Does your neighbor need help?

You can't always tell just by looking

at them. Make sure they're doing okay.
And if they do need help coping with
‘ life after the storm, reach out to them.

1-800-273-TALK. louisianaspirit.org
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Incidents of HIV Worse than
Previously Known

George C. Curry
NNPA

MEXICO CITY (NNPA) - The number
of people infected with HIV, the virus that
causes AIDS, is 40 percent higher than the
Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion has been reporting each year, accord-
ing to new figures released last Saturday.

According to the CDC, approximately
56,300 new HIV infections occurred in the
United States in 2006. The previous esti-
mate had been 40,000 new infections per
year.

“It’s important to note that the new esti-
mate does not represent an actual increase
in the number of new infections, but re-
flects our ability to more precisely measure
HIV incidence and secure a better under-
standing of the epidemic,” said Dr. Kevin
Fenton, director of the CDC’s National
Center for HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STD
and TB Prevention. “This new picture re-
veals that the HIV epidemic is - and has
been - worse than previously known and
underscores the challenges in confronting
this disease.”

The study shows that HIV has the great-
est impact among African-Americans and
gay and bisexual men of all races.

“The rate of new infections among non-
Hispanic Blacks was seven times as high as
that among Whites in 2006 (83.7 versus 11.5
new infections per 100,000 population),”
the CDC said. “Blacks also accounted for
the largest share of new infections (45
percent, or 24,900). Historical trends data
show that the number of new infections
among Blacks peaked in the late 1980s and

has exceeded the number of infections in
Whites since that time.”

The CDC acknowledged what activists
have being saying all along: More concen-
trated prevention efforts are needed if the
virus is ever going to be contained among
African-Americans.

“The continued severity of the epidemic
among blacks underscores the need to sus-
tain and accelerate prevention efforts in
this population,” the CDC said. “While race
itself is not a risk factor for HIV infection, a
range of issues contribute to the dispropor-
tionate HIV risk for African Americans in
the U.S,, including poverty, stigma, higher
rates of other STDs, and drug use.”

Gays and bisexual men - referred to as
men who have sex with men (MSM) - rep-
resented a significantly greater proportion
of new infections in 2006 than any other
group.

“MSM accounted for 53 percent (28,700)
of estimated new HIV infections in 2006,”
CDC reported. “CDC’s historical trend
analysis indicates that HIV incidence has
been increasing steadily among gay and bi-
sexual men since the early 1900s, confirm-
ing a trend suggested by other data show-
ing increases in risk behavior, sexually
transmitted diseases, and HIV diagnosis in
this population.”

Heterosexuals accounted for 31 percent
of new HIV infections in 2006.

The new CDC figures were expected to
be announced at a news conference Sunday
at the XVII International AIDS Conference
in Mexico City. However, after several news
outlets violated the scheduled embargo by
reporting the findings on Saturday, the em-
bargo was lifted.

CDC said it was able to come up with the
new figures showing greater incidences of
HIV by using new technology that allows
them to pinpoint when a person was actual-
ly infected with HIV. In the past, the agency
could only determine when a person was
diagnosed, which could have been years
after the infection.

www.ladatanews.com

In The Spirit

Relationships

How to keep yourself happy

Dr. Aaron E. Harold
Data Columnist

We all need to be spiritually healthy. One
of the most important ways to a better life is
for us to keep ourselves happy, rather than
satisfy everybody around us. Many times
we take on a false sense of responsibility,
because we feel we are required to make
sure that others are happy and not putting
enough time and effort into our own hap-
piness. There is nothing wrong when we
are caring and concerned about others we
know. It’s wonderful to reach out to others
in need, but we can’t forget about our own
spiritual well being.

Our spiritual health is very important
just like our physical health. When we ex-
ercise our physical muscles to stay healthy,
we must also exercise our spiritual inner
person. Family, our Creator wants us to
be spiritually happy and energized, so stop
trying to sacrifice your happiness to keep
somebody else happy. However, that’s not
being selfish; it’'s about being real about
yourself as a complete person. Our number
one goal is to take care of ourselves.

In order to do that, we must keep in
mind that some people are still not going
to be happy no matter what we do for them;
no matter how kind we are; no matter how
much time and energy we give to them.
Family, people have their own issues and
things on the inside of them that they too
need to resolve. We can’t take responsibil-
ity for other folks’ mistakes in life. If we
do, those people will start to control and
manipulate you, and eventually you will be-
come spiritually unbalance and sick. Spiri-
tual wellness is very important to you and

me.

Spiritual Wellness can also determine
the quality of happiness in our lives. Stop
letting everybody interfere with your spiri-
tual happiness. Family let me tell you this
story; there was a couple that I grew up
with who got married, and their marriage
was fine for a little while, but soon their
marriage was miserable. Shelly is a wom-
an who came from an extremely negative
family environment where she endured
many unfair hardships growing up and she
brought unhappiness and negativity right
into her marriage with John.

You see Shelly didn’t get her way like she
wanted to, so she would pout and cut up.
Shelly would do that for days sometimes
weeks. She was always having some kind
of crisis where she needed attention. She
was always miserable and always snapping
people up, if you know what I mean. We all
know people like that. Folks, she did her
best to make everyone around her spiritu-
ally miserable. John was a good loving man
to Shelly; a good husband; I mean one of
the best.

He went out of his way to keep Shelly
happy. He would always build her up, try-
ing to solve her problems, and letting her
know that she would be fine. John did this
for five years. He gave up his own happi-
ness, but that didn’t keep her happy and
satisfied. John made up his mind that his
wife was never going to change. He was
spiritually miserable and exhausted. He
went to Shelly and said to her “I love you,
but no matter what I do for you, you're not
going to be happy. So I'm finished trying.”

She never heard John say that and mean
it. Folks, he forced her to look within herself
and deal with her problems for a change.
That previous remark from John woke
Shelly up, and now she is spiritually happy
and loving it. Family, our Creator wants you
and me to be spiritually happy and have his
peace in us. God said, “Peace I give to you,
not as the world give it.” Family, don’t let
no one or anything rob you from your joy.
God Bless You, and remember be happy
because you deserve it.

For comments to this story contact Dr.
Aaron Harold at rharold1@cox.net
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Juveniles Don’t Belong in Adult Prisons

Marian Wright Edelman
NNPA Columnist

Child Watch® Column-Jails and pris-
ons are dangerous places for anybody, but
especially for children and teens. Many of
these institutions house vicious predators
who have been locked up for brutal violent
crimes.

Yet, on any given day, approximately
9,500 juveniles under the age of 18 are
locked up in adult penal institutions. Chil-
dren as young as 15 can be prosecuted as
adults in many states without review by a
judge or a court hearing.

The Campaign for Youth Justice report,
“Jailing Juveniles: The Dangers of Incar-

cerating Youth in Adult Jails in America,”
released in November 2007, outlines the
challenges to keeping

children safe in adult jails.

It catalogs the numerous jurisdictions
throughout the United States where teens
are placed in great danger because of the
variety of flawed policies and laws govern-
ing juvenile incarceration. In 44 states and
the District of Columbia, juveniles as young
as 14 can be tried in the adult criminal sys-
tem. Forty states either permit or mandate
the jailing of young people in adult facilities
before trial.

The report argues that children and
teens should not be held to the same stan-
dard of accountability for their actions as
grown-ups, citing research that shows the
developmental differences between adoles-
cents and adults. These findings indicate
that the prefrontal cortex, which governs
the “executive functions” of reasoning,
advanced thinking and impulse control, is
one of the last areas of the brain to mature.

In numerous cases, there is no public
safety justification for locking up these
young people in adult prisons. Juveniles
may be held in adult jails for months or
even years, although most of them are not
charged with a violent crime, and many will
not be convicted of any crime.

Nevertheless, they languish behind bars
with dangerous criminals and are at great
risk of being raped and beaten. Many are
pushed to attempt suicide.

As in the administration of many laws in
this country, Black and Latino children and
teens end up in adult facilities in numbers
disproportionately higher than their repre-
sentation in the general population. Nation-
ally, according to the Campaign for Youth
Justice report, three out of four young peo-
ple admitted to adult prison in 2002 were
either Black or Latino.

At issue is the Juvenile Justice and De-
linquency Prevention Act of 1974 (JJDPA).
‘When originally enacted, it was designed to
prevent young people from going to adult
jails and prisons and to separate young peo-
ple from adults while incarcerated.

These protections were called “Sight and
Sound Separation”—a young person would
be beyond the sight and sound of the adult
inmates. Over time, however, these provi-
sions have been eroded and do not apply to
young people being tried in the adult crimi-
nal system.

Now judges in juvenile courts are often
excluded from the decision to prosecute
children and teens as adults. In many states,
these decisions are made at the discretion
of prosecutors, no matter how minor the

infraction might be.

The JJDPA does not provide a level play-
ing field for Black and Latino youths who
are more likely than White youths to end
up in adult prisons and jails.

We have an opportunity and responsi-
bility to do better in our country. Placing
juveniles in adult jails and prisons is an ap-
palling injustice—and it doesn’t work to re-
duce crime. With the JJDPA set to be reau-
thorized this year, Congress must amend
the Act to ban the placement of children
or teens in adult jails or prisons no mat-
ter what court hears their case. This is the
right and sensible thing to do.

Marian Wright Edelman is President of
the Children’s Defense Fund and its Action
Council whose Leave No Child Behind®
mission is to ensure every child a Healthy
Start, a Head Start, a Fair Start, a Safe Start
and a Moral Start in life and successful pas-
sage to adulthood with the help of caring
families and communities. For more infor-
mation about the Children’s Defense Fund,
go to www.childrensdefense.org.

Let’s Discuss the Credit Crisis

Bill Fletcher, Jr.

(NNPA)-Some weeks ago I had a dis-
cussion with a very wealthy business-
man. When I was getting ready to leave I
mentioned to him the devastation being
brought about by the credit crisis. His re-
sponse, which actually should not have
surprised me, nevertheless infuriated me:
“Yes, it is too bad,” he said. “People were
trying to live beyond their means.”

Barely had the words left his mouth
than I was ready to jump at him. I realized,
however, that none of my arguments would
make any sense to him because his vantage
point was that of a rich person who was de-
termined to stay rich, who was not able to
see life through the eyes of working people
and he had to justify the current state of af-
fairs in order to sleep at night.

So, how was this businessman so funda-
mentally wrong? After all, in the media we
often hear the same thing. Yet the reality is
very different.

First, the living standard of the average
US working person has been in decline
since the mid 1970s. In other words, after
you factor in inflation, our earnings have
been dropping, so much so that we are at
or beneath what workers were earning in
1967, again, factoring in inflation.

While productivity has been rising, our
incomes have not. They have been kept

down by various things, including, layoffs,
the restructuring of work, forced give-
backs by employees, efforts to smash labor
unions, and changing workplace technol-
ogy.

Coupled with this have been policies,
particularly those instituted beginning with
the era of Ronald Reagan, to enrich the rich
and the corporations through tax policies,
and at the same time, cut or erode what
was once called the ‘social safety net’ (un-
employment, food stamps, etc.).

The other thing that happened was that
much that we once received for free, or
very low cost, started to cost. This would
include items such as parks, public trans-
portation, or garbage pickup.

The response to this situation was com-
plicated. Generally speaking, people tried
to handle these challenges on their own.

In fact, as they found themselves being
squeezed they tended to believe that the
problem was them. So, people looked for
individual solutions. The most common
was credit or debt. Particularly with banks
giving out credit cards as if they were
candy on Halloween, working people who
were squeezed made greater and greater
use of credit in order to stabilize their liv-
ing standard.

This is not about people living beyond
their means, contrary to what the rich
businessman suggested, but instead was

about people trying to live. By the 1990s,
the average person who possessed a credit
card was carrying over roughly $5,000 per
month in credit card debt.

This was on top of housing payments
and car payments. Yet when the housing
‘bubble’ unfolded, homeowners thought
that they had discovered the golden goose
and that the value of houses would contin-
ue to rise with the result being that hom-
eowners could continue to borrow against
the increasing value of their homes.

Things did not quite work out that way.

In the case of the housing bubble, what
happened was the equivalent of the pyra-
mid schemes you are probably familiar
with. The first people to enter the game
and leave, usually do VERY well. It is the
rest of us that get stung when the pyramid
collapses.

So, what is this all to say? Well, frankly,
that too many of us thought that the prob-
lem that we faced was a problem of our own
making rather than realizing that the eco-
nomic system has been operating against
us.
While a small percentage of the popula-
tion has become fabulously wealthy, the
bottom 80% of the population has found it-
self either stagnating or in free fall. Most of
us hoped that credit could keep us afloat,
but even a life preserver becomes water-

logged after long periods in the water.

The answer to this situation is collec-
tive action. Sure, if you are lucky to hit the
‘number’ you may be able to walk away free
and clear but that is really not an option for
most of the millions of people who are pull-
ing their hair out trying to figure out what
to do.

Not only do we need to demand of politi-
cians, such as Senator Obama, that if elect-
ed they will take steps to address this, but
we must also organized ourselves through
unions and community-based organiza-
tions to insist that the public is protected
against the ravages of the economy. That
means that we not only need to improve
our living standards, but we need to make
sure that society is looking out for those
who are falling through the black hole cre-
ated by conservatives.

Taking personal responsibility in this
case - to borrow the term that the conser-
vatives love to throw around-means joining
with others to fight back.

Bill Fletcher, Jr. is a Senior Scholar with
the Institute for Policy Studies and is the
immediate past president of TransAfrica
Forum. He is the co-author of the recently
published “Solidarity Divided” which ex-
amines the crisis of organized labor in the
USA. He can be reached at papaq54@hot-
mail.com.



Page 12 August 9 - 22, 2008

@]Issue

www.ladatanews.com

Presumptive, Arrogant, Egotistical; Who Does He Think He Is?

Cheryl Mainor
Data Columnist

Just turn on your television set and watch
the three-ringed circus that the 24/7 cable
news world has become and it seems that
Sen. Barack Obama is the biggest enigma
to ever hit the political scene. Where is this
guy coming from and who does he think he
is? Does he think he is better, is he to arro-
gant, too cocky, too over-confident? These
are the ridiculous questions being thrown
out there to titillate the scene today. But it’s
backfiring a bit. Because actually, when
measuring the mores of Obama against his
opponent Sen. John McCain, the answer
is obvious, not only to me, but to the ma-
jority of Americans, and to the rest of the
world, that these two candidates are not in
the same race, and by race I mean political
race, no pun intended.

Maybe if I could have the chance to an-
swer their questions all at once, it could
all go away since all it seems to take is the
smallest bit of common sense to know the
right answers. Observe:

Q) Is Obama too confident?

A) No, he isn’t. He is going to win, plain
and simple. Now how about if instead of
him being confident and saying “Change
you can believe in” he had a slogan some-
thing like, “I don’t know if I am going to be
a good president, but I sure hope so, don’t
you?” Wouldn’t that make them feel bet-
ter?

Q) Is Obama too arrogant?

A) No, he isn’t. He is running for Presi-
dent of the United States of America, the
“Leader of the Free World.” So is John Mc-
Cain, and all other candidates who throw
their hat in the ring for that spot. Every
man or woman who signs up for that job
is by nature arrogant. Each one of them
somehow has the notion that he or she
alone has what it takes to lead this nation,
and indeed the rest of the world. It takes a
“big head” to wake up and say, “Hey, I can
get people to elect me.” Think about it.

Q) Is Obama too inexperienced in for-
eign policy? -

A) No, he isn’t. He is as experienced
in foreign policy as any other senator who
serves on the Foreign Relations Commit-
tee who has not been the President, the
Secretary of State, or a high level Diplomat
in the State Department or an Ambassador.
He is as experienced at being the President
as anyone else who has never been the
President before. Ilove it when they say “I
have the experience” when the truth is that
NONE of them have been the President
a day longer than he has. They all have
the same on-the-job-experience, which is
NONE!

Q) Does it matter that Obama never
served in the military?

A) No, it doesn’t. As we know, “serv-
ing in the military” can be a misnomer. Our
current president “served” in the military,
just not actively. As for McCain and his war
experience, being a prisoner of war does
not teach you how to win wars, it teaches
you how to survive a war! I know that won’t
sit well, but it’s true! For the record, let it
be known my first cousin is a true War-He-
ro, who died with honor in Vietnam. A US
Marine, he threw his body on top of a live
grenade to save his platoon. My father also
served in Laos, and suffers still from Agent
Orange exposure. Just so nobody thinks

I am against war heroes, I happen to love
them, I just don’t think that being a POW
qualifies you more than anybody else un-
less you were in a command capacity.

Q) Is Obama a Muslim?

A) No, He isn’t. Barack Obama was born
of an American mother, and a Kenyan fa-
ther. Several reports have indicated that
both of his parents were Atheists-they did
not believe in God, not Jehovah, not Allah,
not Buddha, or Krishna, NO GOD! No hu-
man being can be born any religion. And
because you cannot be born into a religion,
he could not be a Muslim unless he chose
to be a Muslim. He did not choose to be
a Muslim. He chose to be a Christian be-
cause he said so. And according the Chris-
tian faith, that’s what it takes to be one. You
have to say so! Islam is not a race, Mus-
lim is not a race, it is a religion that people
choose. Some Arabic people are Christian,
some Muslim, some Catholic (yes there
are Catholics in the Middle East), some are
Atheists, Agnostics, and it is just ignorant
to say that everyone who is of Arab or Afri-
can descent (includes us all) are Muslims.

I guess that’s enough answers for today.
As you can see it only takes a tiny bit of
sense to answer the questions, so why do
they keep asking them anyway?

Common Sense Not Just Common Practice

Farrah Gray
NNPA Columnist

(NNPA)-We live in a world driven by
money and ideals, but most notably by
fears. Fear of change, fear of taking risks,
fear of losing, and fear of failure. Fear is
why we can easily cling to false beliefs and
let them control our way of thinking.

In the middle of struggle, it’s often dif-
ficult to stay convinced that success is
worth the price that has to be paid. Some-
thing tells you that “there must be an easier
way.” There is an easier way, but not one
that leads to success. It depends entirely on
what you want.

If you want to retain the option to choose,
then part of the payment you make is to be

true to your choice. You can’t just bail out
when the going gets tough. There may be
a point where you have to admit that you
made the wrong choice or that you're just
not up to the challenge.

You have to turn yourself into the light to
see what’s written on each facet that goes
into your potential success.

Your personal strengths and weakness-
es must be identified in order to recognize
where improvements are needed. Let’s
begin by taking your personal assessment
as a way to generate the information neces-
sary for you to create the best fit possible
between you and your chosen lifestyle for
success as you would define it.

What's the key to creating this fit? Sim-
ply put, the secret to mastering your uni-
verse is, “Pay attention!” Look carefully at
your lifestyle and work situation are choos-
ing. Will you be rewarded or penalized for
being who you are? What characteristics
result in rewards?

Which ones bring penalties? Practice
utilizing those attributes that bring awards
and refrain from displaying those that re-
sult in penalties. By practicing this daily,
and having the courage to make the re-
quired changes, you truly can stretch the
existing “good” fit to a “perfect” fit, on your

journey toward successful self-employment
can truly become a dream fulfilled.

Accepting Responsibility

Pay careful attention to how you respond
when you see that a mistake has been made.
Do you immediately blame someone else?
Do you make excuses? It takes a great deal
of confidence in yourself to admit that a
mistake has been made.

Self-Discipline

Most of us think we are self-disciplined
until we have to be! Think of something you
have “been meaning to do” (losing weight,
exercising every morning, etc.) For those
things that require regular practice, set our
sights on doing them for one week.

Resourcefulness

Observe how often you say to yourself,
or others, “I can’t.” Resourcefulness springs
from developing an “I can” attitude!

Ability to Delay Gratification

Paying attention to how you respond
when you are required to wait in line for
a movie; for our spouse or friend to get
ready; or to purchase something you just
can’t do without!

Ability to Sacrifice

Give up something no steak for a month;
no shopping on the weekend, no break
during work for a day. The stronger your
attachment to the item of sacrifice, the bet-
ter!

Accepting Criticism

Do something you'’re not very good at!
Then, seek the opinion of someone whose
honesty you value. Pay careful attention to
how you feel and respond when you are
criticized.

Flexibility in Thinking

Choose three routines that you regu-
larly adhere to (operational procedures un-
der your control at work, the organization
scheme of your garage, etc.). Develop new
ways of doing things!

Support Network

Join alocal business group or create your
own. Include family/friends in the develop-
ment phases of your business. The more
understanding the people close to you have
of your dream, the easier it will be for them

See Common Sense, Continued on page 15.
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Legislators, Exonerees Call for Criminal Justice Reform

Janeane Anderson

DALLAS (NNPA) - In the 1980s,
Charles Chatman, Billy James
Smith, and James Woodard were
arrested, tried, and convicted of
aggravated sexual assault and
murder crimes and spent a total
of 70 years behind bars.

All three are now free men, but
none of them were ever guilty of
the crimes for which they were
incarcerated.

Chatman, Smith, and Woodard
represent the hundreds of thou-
sands of men and women who are
currently serving prison sentenc-
es for crimes they did not com-
mit, proof that the criminal justice
system in America is in need of
reform.

To discuss the prevalence of
wrongful convictions and the role
DNA technology will play in in-
creasing the number of exonera-
tions in Dallas County and around
the country,

Congresswoman Eddie Ber-
nice Johnson hosted a panel
discussion of legislators, legal
representatives and recently ex-
onerated men at Cedar Valley
College last weekend. “There is
no greater failure in any part of
democracy than the incarceration
of the wrongfully accused,” said
Congresswoman Johnson.

“We all expect this system to
work, but it doesn’t. We expect
that when a judge finds someone
guilty he is, but that just isn’t the
case,” said Dallas County Crimi-
nal District Court No. 4 Judge
John Creuzot.

Saturday’s panel discussion
was more than an ideological
think tank that only paid lip ser-

Congressman John Conyers, Charles Chatman, Billy Smith, and James Woodard field questions from audience members about their wrongful incarceration
experiences at a panel discussion held at Cedar Valley College last weekend.

vice, said Congressman John Co-
nyers, the first African-American
to chair the U.S. judiciary com-
mission. He said the discussion
was meant to generate ideas that
would translate into meaningful
reform.

“If you're rich and guilty, you’re
likely to not go to prison, but if
you're poor and innocent then
your chances of going to prison
increase significantly,” said Cony-
ers.

Wrongful convictions can oc-
cur for a host of reasons; how-
ever, the most common are due
to eye witness misidentification,
false forensic testimony, errone-
ous “snitch” testimonials, false or
coerced criminal confessions and
suppression of evidence.

“If you don’t want a faulty con-
viction, it would help to not be
broke, not to be black and to not
have an incompetent lawyer,” said
Sen. Rodney Ellis.

Many people will plead guilty
for an offense because they don’t
have faith in the system, choosing
to take the lesser prison sentence
for a crime they didn’t commit in-
stead of placing their fate in the
hands of jurors eager for a convic-
tion, Ellis added.

DNA technology is proving to
be an effective method for prov-
ing the innocence—or guilt—of
men and women behind bars.

Thirty-three men have been
exonerated in Texas since 1984,
more than in any state in the na-
tion. Due to its history of preserv-
ing records and evidence, Dallas
County has freed more wrong-
fully incarcerated prisoners than
any county in country.

At the helm of Dallas County’s
crusade to reincorporate justice
into the criminal justice system
is District Attorney Craig Wat-
kins whose partnership with the
Innocence Project of Texas has

facilitated the freeing of men like
Chatman.

“I'm just letting innocent peo-
ple out of jail,” said Watkins, who
has received more than an ounce
of criticism for his justice reform
measures. “I hope this hug-a-thug
mentality catches on because I
have no intention on changing my
philosophy any time soon.”

But DNA testing will be less
than fully effective in a system
that, according to some, is flawed
to the core and structured to be
against the minorities and the
poor.

“l am not optimistic about
Texas correcting its behavior on
its own,” said Innocence Project
of Texas attorney Jeff Blackburn.
“It's going to take federal man-
dates. Texas is a national embar-
rassment, and it should be until it
cleans up its act.”

Whereas the Innocence Proj-
ect of Texas is a non-profit orga-

PHOTO: Gordon Jackson/Dallas Examiner

nization with limited funds and
resources, every case cannot be
investigated, resulting in innocent
victims on both sides of the aisle.
The community would be bet-
ter served if the correct verdicts
were handed down the first time,
Blackburn says.

Meanwhile, Chatman and
Smith say they are adjusting to
life outside prison.

“I'm getting there. It's been
a long process, but I know God
has His hand on my life,” Chat-
man who was exonerated seven
months ago after spending 27
years incarcerated for a sexual as-
sault he didn’t commit.

Despite still waiting for a par-
don from Gov. Rick Perry and
being unable to find employment
because he his record has yet to
be expunged, Chatman says he’s
glad to be a free man.

However, he says his happiness
is bated by the knowledge that
there are still men and women be-
hind bars who shouldn’t be.

“Although we are here, we
are not the only ones,” Chatman
said. “For every innocent person
convicted, there is a guilty person
walking the street committing
crime. If that’s all we want [a con-
viction], then this is a poor place
to be. Incarceration might not be
so bad.”

Although Chatman showed
restrained enthusiasm about be-
ing released from prison life,
Woodard had no qualms about
expressing his feelings.

“I'm excited to be out. I'm glad
to be out,” he said. “I try not to
look back because who wants to
relive a bad dream? I don’t.”

House’s Slavery Apology Rebuked Called A “Stunt’

Eric Mayes

(NNPA) - An official apology
for slavery and Jim Crow from
the U.S. House of Representa-
tives provoked mixed emotions in
Philadelphia last week.

For J. Whyatt Mondesire, pres-
ident of the Philadelphia Chapter
of the NAACP, the apology was a
publicity stunt.

“It’'s too late, too little,” said
Mondesire. “It was a stunt.”

Emphasizing that he was speak-
ing personally and not for the
NAACP, he continued by saying
that a more appropriate gesture
would be “a serious conversa-
tion about reparations. But I don’t

think that will happen.”

The House formally apologized
to African-Americans and their
ancestors for slavery July 29. The
House of Representatives acted
alone with the Senate remaining
silent.

For Karen Warrington, a
spokeswoman for Rep. Bob Bra-
dy, the vote was a first step.

“I think that the vote was a step
in the right direction and that
America has to acknowledge the
evils of slavery,” said Warrington,
she was speaking personally, not
as Brady’s representative.

If the apology opens a dialogue
on slavery and its evils, then it
will have been a good thing. The

road to real healing will be long
and complicated, she said, but it
is necessary.

“The problem is complex, but
you have to take the first step and
acknowledgment, in terms of any
kind of wrong, is a critical part of
the healing process,” Warrington
said.

Radio talk show host Bill An-
derson was unimpressed.

“I think it’s kind of silly,” he
said. “I think that it’s a symbolic
gesture that isn’t going to mean
anything.”

He found it ironic that the apol-
ogy came from a legislative body
that has the power to affect real
change but hasn’t.

“It would be nice if they were
spending the time addressing
unemployment rates, the lack
of opportunity,” he said. “It was
about somebody who was trying
to get re-elected. All you do is
clear somebody’s guilt and you
initiate no real change. I wasn’t
impressed.”

Rep. Chaka Fattah said he was
pleased that his colleagues finally
acknowledged the suffering of
slaves and their descendants.

“l am pleased that my col-
leagues saw fit to address an is-
sue so sensitive to so many Amer-
icans. This apology has been
much awaited and long overdue,”
said Fattah.

Other Black lawmakers echoed
Fattah.

“(This) represents a milestone
in our nation’s efforts to remedy
the ills of our past,” said Rep. Car-
olyn Cheeks Kilpatrick of Michi-
gan, chairwoman of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus.

Tennessee Democrat Steve Co-
hen, a White lawmaker who rep-
resents a majority Black district,
proposed the resolution. Cohen
faces a formidable Black chal-
lenger in a primary face-off this
week.

It is not the first time Congress

See Slavery Continued on Page 15.
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Committee Identifies Possible VP Options for
Obama as Convention Approaches

Eric Mayes

(NNPA) - Speculation about
who Barack Obama will choose
as his running mate has grown as
the Democratic convention draws
closer. Though the candidate him-
self has remained silent, a short
list of candidates had been vetted
by a committee charged with find-
ing a suitable vice president.

Chief among them is Virginia
Gov. Tim Kaine. Kaine was in
Washington, D.C., this week re-
portedly meeting with campaign
officials. He declined to say why
he met with campaign officials
telling reporters: “My conversa-
tions with the campaign stay with
the campaign.”

He continued, saying he was
not seeking the vice presidential

slot.

“I haven’t sought it. I'm not
running for it. I'm not asking for
it. I've never asked anything of the
campaign,” Kaine said.

Kaine, a Catholic and a Spanish-
speaker, would allow Obama to
broaden his appeal among those
voters.

Sen. Hillary Clinton is con-
spicuously absent. According to
The New York Times, she has not
been vetted like several other can-
didates.

“(Clinton) has not been asked
to provide documentation to the
Obama team that is vetting po-
tential vice presidential choices
and in recent days she has been
reportedly telling friends that she
does not think she’ll be on the
ticket,” reported the Times.

Most pundits agree there are
three other strong contenders.

There is Sen. Evan Bayh, of In-
diana, who also served two terms
as the state’s governor. Bayh, at
33, was the youngest governor in
the nation at the time and started
in politics in 1986 when he was
elected Indiana’s secretary of
state.

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius of Kan-
sasis a former state lawmaker and
was also elected state insurance
commissioner. She is the least-
known candidate. However, one
of the achievements of her career
was when, as the state’s insurance
commissioner, she blocked a pro-
posed merger between an out-of-
state insurer and Blue Cross and
Blue Shield of Kansas. It was a
feat many credited with sparing

Kansans an increase in insurance
rates.

Perhaps the best-known poten-
tial candidate is Joseph R. Biden
Jr. of Delaware, a senator for
nearly 36 years. He has more of
a public record than perhaps any
other prospect. And his own bid
for president puts the focus of the
vetting largely on financial and
personal matters.

In addition, he is considered
to have the national security cre-
dentials that might strengthen
Obama’s ticket.

The committee looking over
possible vice presidential candi-
dates is made up of Caroline Ken-
nedy, Jim Johnson, former Fannie
Mae chief and Eric Holder, a for-
mer deputy attorney general.

However, campaign officials

stressed that the final choice will
be Obama’s.

“Senator Obama is pleased to
have three talented and dedicated
individuals managing this rigor-
ous process,” spokesman Bill
Burton told reporters earlier this
year. “He will work closely with
them in the coming weeks but
ultimately this will be his decision
and his alone.”

Pundits have been guessing for
months who might be Obama’s
running mate. They have includ-
ed: one of Obama’s former oppo-
nents, New Mexico Gov. Bill Rich-
ardson, New York City Mayor
Michael Bloomberg and Pa. Gov.
Ed Rendell.

Rally Urges Black Men to Reclaim Their Place
in Family and Community

Setrige Crawford

TALLAHASSE (NNPA) - “We
have foiled, failed, but will still
succeed,” was the message Dr.
Henry Lyons, president of the
Florida General Baptist Conven-
tion delivered at the 1,000 Man
Rally at Walker Ford Community
Center.

Lyons, the main speaker of the
event, called the first 1,000 Man
Rally a fantastic success. The
1,000 Man Rally was an event put
together by the Rev. Greg James,
Commissioner Bill Proctor, Joe
Thomas and a host of other com-
munity leaders.

“It was well-organized and I'm
overwhelmed by the crowd and
the enthusiasm,” Lyons said. Ly-
ons talked about the plight of the
black man and the circumstances
he faces in society.

“We bring a lot on ourselves,
but a lot of it has to do with our en-
vironment, government and a life-
long struggle with racism,” Lyons
said. “We dealt with that and we
can’t sit on our failures, this event
is about self-help.”

The July 25 event started at 10
p.m. with a march from Taberna-
cle Baptist Church to the Walker-
Ford Community Center onto

All-male 100-voice Choir Perform at Rally.

a stage. Minister Tony Parker
began by reciting a prayer called
“The Man”, which was followed
by other religious speakers.

Mayor John Marks became
emotional when receiving a
plaque for his birthday.

“I never felt so special in my en-
tire life,” Marks said.

Marks said it is a great thing
when we get together and cel-
ebrate manhood.

“We need to address the young

males and support them because
we need them,” Marks said.

The Tallahassee Boys’ Choir
and the 100 Male Voice Choir
performed at the rally. Hezekiah
Griggs, Lee Johnson and Doc
Bailey spoke for a “Men on the
Move” segment.

Bailey, a former member of
the Crips street gang, said he
was there to deliver a strong mes-
sage.

“I wanted to share a message

with those men who are in gangs,
that we can still come up from
that,” Bailey said. “We're natural
over-comers and the only we can
do that is to put all our energy into
something positive.”

Bailey, who does a gang pre-
vention site with TPD, wasn’t im-
pressed with the turnout.

“It's funny, because if this was
a Plies concert, all these seats
would be filled,” Bailey said. He
added that many men are just

scared to step out on something
positive.

Larry Thompson, speaking on
behalf of Jackie Pons, Leon Coun-
ty Superintendent of Schools, in-
troduced Young Black Male Dis-
covery, which is a program that
targets underachieving and at-
promise black males. Thompson
said the program aims to make
sure they graduate high school
and make it to college.

The program starts at 3rd
grade and goes through high
school. Thompson insisted that
parents ask for this program at
their schools.

The rally concluded with “Mak-
ing a Stand”, where James and
Minister Al Wilborn held closing
speeches.

Alan Williams, president of the
local chapter of the FAMU Alum-
ni Association and sponsor for the
event, said this cause was impor-
tant because black men need to
take back their rightful place in
the community.

“We need to stand in the gap
for those who can’t be there,”
Williams said. “It shows the good
spirit we have as men to come
together to begin a movement to-
night.”
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National Urban League President Calls for September
as Voter Registration Month

Hazel Trice Edney

Morial Also Applauds New
Housing Act During Annual Con-
ference

ORLANDO (NNPA) - National
Urban League President Marc
Morial, exuberant that the Hous-
ing Rescue and Foreclosure Pre-
vention Act has been passed by
Congress and signed by Presi-
dent Bush, focused the NUL an-
nual conference in Orlando, Fla.
last week on leading citizens into
a new direction for by compelling
people to register and vote.

“It's 40 years after the death
of Dr. King and this is an historic
election in American history. I
mean...this is the debate about
the direction of the country. And
that’s what’s in the halls, in the air,
in the sessions and in the plenary
sessions,” says Morial.

In his keynote speech, he an-
nounced historic voter registra-
tion efforts as well as community
initiatives to help stem the tied of
homes being lost due to the sub
prime lending crisis.

“We’re going to be doggedly
aggressive at registering and
encouraging people to vote and
working to protect the vote,” he
said.

Morial called on NUL mem-
bers to make September ‘Voter
Empowerment Month’. So, we
will dedicate our efforts during
that month to register people to
vote.”

The NUL has teamed with the
National Coalition on Black Voter
Participation for a strong grass-
roots registration effort.

This is part of a national effort
to encourage participation in an
election, which has already drawn
interest of historic proportions
due to the heated race between
two U. S. senators, Republican
John McCain, a Vietnam veteran,
and Democrat Barack Obama,
who could become the nation’s
first African-American president.

“The thing you've got to do is
stimulate people to participate.
You've got to focus on the funda-
mentals of democracy, which are
registering people to vote and en-

couraging people to double check
their vote,” Morial says. “In reg-
istration, there’s been so much
purging in some states and so
many games they play in efforts
to disqualify voters.”

Meanwhile, the Housing Res-
cue and Foreclosure Prevention
Act that was passed by the House
and Senate last week and signed
by President Bush aims to enable
at least 400,000 troubled home-
owners to refinance their homes,
“switching from risky sub prime
mortgages to safer loans backed
by the Federal Housing Adminis-
tration,” as described by U. S. Rep.
Bennie Thompson (D-Miss.).

U. S. Rep. Maxine Waters (D-
Calif.), among the leading advo-
cates for the Act, said the bill is a
Godsend.

“We’ve got to help these people
keep their homes,” she said in
an interview. She described how
some homeowners were enticed
into loans at “teaser” rates, but
were left holding the bag when
the interest rates quadrupled and
simply could not afford to pay.

Waters particularly worked to
get the $4 billion, stipulated in
the bill, into city neighborhoods
where vacated houses are caus-
ing values of neighborhoods to
drop and reattracting crime and
drugs. “This money will help buy
the homes, rehabilitate them and
put them back on the market,”
Waters says.

Morial, who warned the nation
about a pending sub prime lend-
ing crisis at a press conference
just before NUL's convention in
St. Louis last year, anticipates be-
ing a part of disseminating the
benefits of the Act.

“We will be proposing new NUL
initiatives called ‘Restore Our
Homes’; establishing 50 home
ownership centers throughout
the country to enhance the coun-
seling that we're already doing to
help people to save their homes
and to help people to become ho-
meowners by getting mortgages
for the first time,” he said.

In his keynote address to the
thousands of conventioneers, Mo-
rial was set to talk about rebuild-

ing America.

Pointing to America’s high
school graduation rate as Black
males being at 32 percent and
White males at 74 percent, Mo-
rial said, “We as a nation should
have graduation rates that are in
the 90s.”

Because most people are not
willing to go back to high school,
he says there must be a greater
commitment to what he calls,
“Second Chance” programs.

“You've got to develop work
force initiatives that helps them to
up their education attainment lev-
el so that they can be employed.
So they’re employable in good
jobs,” he said. “I will be talking
about the need for the nation to
change its priorities from a focus
on spending on the war to an in-
vestment focus on domestic is-
sues, jobs, housing and children.
We believe that it’s time for the
nation to get serious. The nation
is in trouble, the times are tough
and this is an election that’s about
changing direction.”

Slavery, Continued from page 12.

has issued an apology. It has for-
mally apologized to Japanese-
Americans for their internment
during World War II and to native
Hawaiians for the overthrow of
the Hawaiian kingdom in 1893.
In 2005, the Senate apologized for
failing to pass anti-lynching laws.
Five states have issued apolo-
gies for slavery, but past propos-
als in Congress have stalled, part-

ly over concerns that an apology
would lead to demands for repara-
tions — payment for damages.

The apology made no mention
of reparations. It did say the House
would rectify “the lingering conse-
quences of the misdeeds commit-
ted against African Americans un-
der slavery and Jim Crow.”

On slavery it said that Africans
forced into slavery “were brutal-

ized, humiliated, dehumanized
and subjected to the indignity of
being stripped of their names and
heritage” and that Black Ameri-
cans today continue to suffer from
the consequences of slavery and
Jim Crow laws that fostered dis-
crimination and segregation.

The House “apologize (d) to Af-
rican- Americans on behalf of the
people of the United States, for the

wrongs committed against them
and their ancestors who suffered
under slavery and Jim Crow.”
Cohen said, “Slavery and Jim
Crow are stains upon what is the
greatest nation on the face of the
earth...Part of forming a more
perfect union, he said, “is such a
resolution as we have before us
today where we face up to our
mistakes and apologize as anyone

should apologize for things that
were done in the past that were
wrong.”

More than a dozen of the 42
Congressional Black Caucus
members in the House were origi-
nal co-sponsors of the measure.

Common Sense, Continued from page 12.

to buy into it and provide the sup-
port you need.

Energy level

For one week, get up an hour
earlier and go to be an hour later
than normal. Observe how this
affects your mood and your per-
formance.

Risk-Taking Ability

The most important thing to
remember in learning to take
risks is to carefully calculate the
up and down side to each poten-
tial opportunity. Begin slowly!

Personal attributes are both
the easiest and the hardest to

change! They are easy to change
in that we are the only ones who
have control over who we are
and how we behave.

The difficulty comes into play
when we take things so person-
ally that we become defensive
when change is suggested.

Farrah Gray is the author of Get Real,
Get Rich: Conquer the 7 Lies Blocking
You from Success and the international
best-seller Reallionaire: Nine Steps to
Becoming Rich from the Inside Out. He
is chairman of the Farrah Gray Founda-
tion. Dr. Gray can be reached via email
at fg@drfarrahgray.com or his web site
at www.drfarrahgray.com

Homeownership, Continued from page 5.

The City plans to expand the
program to more of its citizens by
matching the LRAs funds, increas-
ing the income eligibility, and
including soft-second mortgage
loans for rehabilitation and reno-
vation. The additional program
funds will provide homebuyers
with higher incomes an opportu-
nity to utilize the program, and
will help to fill the reconstruc-
tion gaps experienced by many
citizens. The City has pledged $27
million to fund this portion of the
program and anticipates the full
approval by the U.S Department
of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment (HUD) by mid August.

“We anticipate the full approval
of the expansion of this program
within the first couple of weeks
of August. By partnering with
the State, the City will provide a
$54 million dollar Soft-Second
mortgage program that will reach
almost 1000 homeowners, includ-
ing those in the middle class who
historically don’t qualify for these
types of programs,” said Mayor
C. Ray Nagin. “By focusing on the
targeted Housing Opportunity
Zones, this program will be a cata-
lyst for the recovery and renewal
of our neighborhoods by creating

infill, clustering and rebuilding,
and fighting the Jack-O-Lantern
effect, just like the residents told
us to do in the UNOP”

Those approved for the loans
must commit to remain the owner
and/or occupant at the financed
home for at least three years.
Those borrowers who demon-
strate continual occupancy for five
years will receive loan forgiveness
equal to 20 percent on the balance
of their Loan.
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CHARLES G. BROWN, President & CEO,
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